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Investing in the newest aesthetic mo-
dalities does not always mean spend-
ing a lot of money on technology that
has been tested for only a short amount
of time. Alma Lasers (Buffalo Grove,
lllinois, U.S.) offers two radically differ-
ent methods for dramatic skin rejuvena-
tion. The Pixel Omnifit and PixelfF frac-
tionated skin resurfacing handpieces
breathe new life into older technolo-
gies that exist in most well-equipped
aesthetic practices already.

Both technologies have been signif-
icantly field tested (mainly in Europe),
and they deliver outstanding results,
greater safety and minimal downtime,
at a fraction of what it would cost to
purchase a completely new aesthetic
system.

For many cosmetic centers that invest-
ed in ablative CO> skin resurfacing fech-
nology, many have experienced a sig-
nificant drop in patient interest for this
more aggressive procedure. Until now,
the center’s only recourse was to buy a
new system in order to compete effec-
tively. Fortunately, the Pixel Omnifit
handpiece converts any CO2 resur-
facing laser, between 30 watts and
100 watts, into an effective fractional
resurfacing system.

“In my opinion, the best indications
are acne scars, skin rejuvenation for
wrinkles and skin laxity, as well as
shrinking facial pores,” noted Michael
Radenhausen, M.D., a dermatologist
at the Skin and Laser Center at the
Siloah Clinic (Bern, Switzerland). Dr.
Radenhausen uses the Pixel Omnifit on
both a Derma K CO2 laser from Lumenis
(Santa Clara, California, U.S.) and
Sharplan 1030 CO> also from Lumenis
(formerly Sharplan).

“We prefer the Omnifit for facial
treatments, but also for the neck and
décolletage,” Dr. Radenhausen shared.

“We typically perform two passes
using a low power setting of 10 W
with 300 ms pulse duration. Patient
downtime is significantly reduced com-
pared to traditional resurfacing.”
Furthermore, when treating Fitzpatrick
skin types IV, “we have seen no prob-
lems with hyperpigmentation.”

Dr. Radenhausen is also excited
about how little anesthetic he needs to
apply. “We reduce discomfort with a
special ointment (tetracain / lidocain
mix) and air cooling. General anesthe-
sia is just not necessary,” he noted.

For users of Alma’s popular Accentt
system (traditionally for treatment of
cellulite and body shaping), the new
Pixelf" fractionated skin resurfacing
module employs proprietary Micro
Plasma technology to create multiple
controlled microperforations, which
are formed by tiny bursts of radiofre-
quency (RF) energy.

“After significant testing in our clin-
ic, we feel that the PixelRF is the ideal
method of fractional resurfacing be-
cause it is so much easier to control
the depth of penetration and the
amount of thermal injury we deliver to
the tissue,” reported Gerhard Sattler,
M.D., a dermatologist at the Rosenpark
Klinik in Darmstadt, Germany. “Our
patients have very little downtime —
similar to a treatment with one of the
early fractional Er:-YAG lasers, but the
results are much more dramatic. We
can do a fullface in less than ten min-
utes, or both sides of the upper arms
in less than 15 minutes.”

Dr. Sattler also feels his Accent’t has
provided an exceptional return on
investment. “Between cellulite, body
shaping and now facial skin rejuve-
nation with the PixelfF, the system is
always in use,” he said.
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